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SUBJECT: VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE'S VISIT TO FRANCE: 

PROPOSED WORKING DINNER WITH PRIME MINISTER 

1 . OFFICE OF PRESIDENT GISCARD D'ESTAING CALLED TODAY 
TO SAY THAT PRESIDENT WOULD CONSIDER IT MUTUALLY BENEFI- 
CIAL IF VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE COULD JOIN PRIME MINISTER 
BARRE FOR WORKING DINNER EVENING OF FRIDAY, JANUARY 28. 

PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE CALLED SHORTLY AFTERWARD TO 
EXTEND DINNER INVITATION TO VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE. 

DINNER WOULD BE HELD AT PRIME MINISTER S OFFICE/ 

RESIDENCE, HOTEL MATIGNON, 57 RUE DE VARENNE. NUMBER 
OF GUESTS EXPECTED TO BE SMALL AND LIMITED TO OFFICIALS 
WHO WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSIONS. PRIME 
MINISTER WILLING TO ACCEDE TO VICE PRESIDENT'S DESIRES 
CONCERNING NUMBER AND SELECTION OF GUESTS. 
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2. EMBASSY RECOMMENDATION: 

PRIME MINISTER BARRE HAS BEEN DELEGATED COMPLETE 
EXECUTIVE POWER TO DRAW UP AND IMPLEMENT FRANCE'S ECO- 
NOMIC STABILIZATION PROGRAM. BEFORE BECOMING PRIME 
MINISTER LAST SUMMER, HE PLAYED A KEY ROLE IN NEGOTIA- 
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TIONS LEADING TO THE R A MB QUIT .LET AND PUERTO RICO 
ECONOMIC SUMMITS, BOTH OF WHICH HE ATTENDED. HE WAS A 
VICE PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMON MARKET IN THE 
1960'S, DURING WHICH TIME HE BECAME WELL ACQUAINTED 
WITH A NUMBER OF US ECONOMIC LEADERS. IN SHORT, RAYMOND 
BARRE IS THE MOST IMPORTANT ECONOMIC DECISION-MAKER IN 
FRANCE TODAY AFTER THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF. EMBASSY 
BELIEVES THAT IT WOULD BE HIGHLY USEFUL FOR VICE PRESI- 
DENT TO ACCEPT SMALL WORKING DINNER TO WHICH PRIME 
MINISTER INVITES HIM. IT WOULD PROVIDE OPPORTUNITY TO 
REINFORCE THE VIEWS OF THE NEW ADMINISTRATION ON THE 
MAN WHO IS CURRENTLY MAKING MOST OF THE IMPORTANT DECI- 
SIONS. FRANCE IS ONLY COUNTRY ON ITINERARY WHICH HAS 
BOTH CHIEF OF STATE AND HEAD OF GOVERNMENT HEAVILY 
INVOLVED IN INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL ECONOMIC POLICIES. 

AS IS THE CASE WITH PRESIDENT GISCARD. PRIME MINISTER 
BARRE SPEAKS FLUENT ENGLISH. 
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